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Course: Introduction to Psychology 502
Teacher: Ms. Bush


Room: 138
Course Description:

Psychology can be defined as the scientific study of mental processes and behavior. While psychology is most often associated with clinical issues (abnormal, personality), this makes up only a small portion of the field. Other specialties within the field include biological, social, cognitive, developmental, and the psychology of human motivation. We cannot understand ourselves or the individuals around us without looking at how we develop, how we behave in a social context, or the physiological components of our behavior.

This course will serve as an overview of the major fields within psychology with an emphasis on understanding psychology as the science of human thought and behavior.

Course Objectives: Students will…
· Gain an understanding of the field of psychology, both historic and current

· Become familiar with the scientific method, and examine the benefits and limitations of psychological research

· Become familiar with the various fields within psychology.

· Practice good study and work skills - Organization and preparedness are essential –

Topics Covered:
· How psychologists do research – psychology as a science rather than an art.

· The biological bases of behavior – neurotransmissions and the nervous system

· Cognition and learning – classical and operant conditioning, and memory

· Developmental psychology – personality, intelligence and the fulfillment of needs

· Abnormal psychology – symptoms, possible causes and treatment of psych. disorders.

· Social psychology – interpersonal and intergroup relationships – belonging and discrimination

· Human motivation – expertise, intrinsic and extrinsic motivation, rewards and punishment
Evaluation: 

Evaluation is a continual process over the 3 terms of the school year. 

Marks will be assigned for tests, exams and projects.


This course does not have compulsory Mid-Year and End-of-Year exams.

*Please Note: A 1 week notice is given for unit tests. If a student is absent for a test, they are required to present a parental note acknowledging the fact that a test was missed upon their return to class. As well, the student is expected to make up the test on that first day back. Failing to do so will result in a mark of 0.*
Required Materials:

3 ring binder, lined loose-leaf paper, writing utensils (blue pen, pencils), ruler, agenda.

Students Are Expected To: 

· Be Punctual – It is important to arrive on time with the required materials. Late arrivals without a valid note will result in detention.

· Be Prepared – Assigned work is expected to be completed on time. If it is not, the parent/guardian’s will be contacted and a mark of 0 may result.

· Be Polite – Rude language and comments as well as inappropriate behavior are unacceptable. 

· Follow the rules laid out in the agenda. Pay particular attention to the sections regarding coats, phones, iPods, and MP3 players.

· Turn their assigned homework in promptly. In the absence of any specific assignment, a minimum of 20 minutes nightly review of the material is the homework.

